
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This page left blank 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sunday, March 8, 2020 
9:15 a.m. 

 
 

Gathering Of Disciples  
Christian Church 
(G.O.D.’s Church) 

A Christian congregation  
located in the Angel Chapel at the  

Manitowoc Health and Rehabilitation Center 
2021 South Alverno Road 

Manitowoc, WI 
Phone:  920-323-3178 (please leave a message) 

Email: godisciples2016@gmail.com 
https://www.gatherofdisciples.org/ 

mailto:godisciples2016@gmail.com
https://www.gatherofdisciples.org/


Please Greet One Another and Welcome Visitors 
 

Announcing the Day 
The Lent 2 readings present the choice between blessing and curse.  In 
the very short Genesis passage, Abram makes the choice look easy, 
but the psalmist reminds us that we constantly look for blessings in 
the wrong places.  Even when God’s own Son shows us the way to 
salvation, like Nicodemus before us, we have trouble choosing to 
accept the blessing offered. 

 

Order of Worship 
Introductions and Announcements 

 

Welcome 
L:  Let us now take a moment to center our hearts and 
minds on God in preparation for worship. 
 

Call to Worship 
L:  Come, all who need help! 
C:  Our help comes from God, 
the one who made heaven and earth. 
L:  Come, all who desire blessing! 
C:  Our blessing comes from God, 
the God of Abraham, the God of the ages. 
L:  Come, all who long for salvation! 
C:  Our salvation comes from Jesus Christ, 
the one sent by God to save the world. 

 
The Service of Prayer and Praise 

L:  God of the ages,  C:  we come into this holy space asking 
for your blessing, only to find that the abundance of your 
love is already around us. 
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Open our eyes to see the blessing of your creation in the 
beauty all around us.  Open our ears to hear the blessing 
of your word as it is proclaimed in story and song this day. 
Open our hearts to experience the blessing of faith 
through the gentle touch of a friend or the supportive 
smile of a stranger.  And open our doors, that we may 
become vessels of your blessing to a world still in need of 
salvation.  All this we pray in the name of Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 

 
The Entrance Hymn                                                       #348 

“Softly and Tenderly”  
 

The Confession and Forgiveness 
(Please stand if you are able) 

L:  God of salvation,  C:  you shower our lives and our 
world with love, yet we too often turn away from your 
blessing.  It is just so easy to complain!  There are little 
annoyances each day, but they pile up into a mountainous 
burden that becomes a curse on our lives.  Free us from 
our unwise choices, O God.  When we are distracted and 
confused, redirect our attention to the abundant  
opportunities to experience your love.  During this Lenten 
journey, focus our hearts on you, that we may choose the 
blessing of salvation offered us each day through Jesus 
Christ, in whom we pray.  
L:  In the blazing light of God’s grace, Jesus touches us to 
say, “Get up and do not be afraid.”  In the name of Christ, 
all is forgiven.  C: Thanks be to God!  Amen.   
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The Kyrie 
L:  In Peace, let us pray to the Lord. 
C:  Lord, have mercy. 
L:  For the peace from above, for our salvation.  Let us pray 
to the Lord.  
C:  Lord, have mercy. 
L:  For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of 
the church of God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the 
Lord.   
C:  Lord, have mercy. 
L:  For this congregation and for all who offer here their 
worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord.   
C:  Lord, have mercy. 
L:  Help, save, comfort and defend us, gracious God.   
C:  Amen. 

 
 The Hymn of Praise (sung) 

( Lord, Who Throughout These Forty Days  #252 vs 1, 5) 
Lord, who throughout these forty days, for us did fast and 
pray, teach us with you to mourn our sins and close by you 
to stay.   
Abide with us, that through this life of doubts and hope 
and pain, an Easter of unending joy we may at last attain! 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          
L :  The grace that is Christ’s gift to us, the love of God and 
the unity of the Holy Spirit be with you all.   
C:  And also with you.   
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The Prayer of the Day 
L:  O God, our Leader and Guide,    C:  in the waters of 
baptism you bring us to new birth to live as your children.  
Strengthen our faith in your promises, that by your Spirit 
we may lift up your life to all the world through your Son, 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen.   
 

(Please be seated) 
The First Reading:  Genesis 12:1-4a 
1 The LORD had said to Abram, “Go from your country, your 
people and your father’s household to the land I will show 
you.    2 “I will make you into a great nation, 
    and I will bless you; 
I will make your name great, 
    and you will be a blessing. 
3 I will bless those who bless you, 
    and whoever curses you I will curse; 
and all peoples on earth 
    will be blessed through you.” 
4 So Abram went, as the LORD had told him; and Lot went 
with him.  

 
Psalm 121 (recited responsively) 
1I lift up my eyes to the mountains— 
    where does my help come from? 
2 My help comes from the LORD, 
    the Maker of heaven and earth. 
3 He will not let your foot slip— 
    he who watches over you will not slumber; 
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4 indeed, he who watches over Israel 
    will neither slumber nor sleep. 
5 The LORD watches over you— 
    the LORD is your shade at your right hand; 
6 the sun will not harm you by day, 
    nor the moon by night. 
7 The LORD will keep you from all harm— 
    he will watch over your life; 
8 the LORD will watch over your coming and going 
    both now and forevermore. 
 

The Second Reading:  Romans  4:1-5, 13-17 
1 What then shall we say that Abraham, our forefather 
according to the flesh, discovered in this matter?  2 If, in 
fact, Abraham was justified by works, he had something to 
boast about—but not before God.  3 What does Scripture 
say?  “Abraham believed God, and it was credited to him as 
righteousness.” 
4 Now to the one who works, wages are not credited as a 
gift but as an obligation.  5 However, to the one who does 
not work but trusts God who justifies the ungodly, their 
faith is credited as righteousness.  
13 It was not through the law that Abraham and his offspring 
received the promise that he would be heir of the  
world, but through the righteousness that comes by faith. 
 14 For if those who depend on the law are heirs, faith 
means nothing and the promise is worthless, 15 because the 
law brings wrath.  And where there is no law there is no 
transgression. 
16 Therefore, the promise comes by faith, so that it may be 
by grace and may be guaranteed to all Abraham’s  
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offspring—not only to those who are of the law but also to 
those who have the faith of Abraham.  He is the father of us 
all.  17 As it is written:  “I have made you a father of many 
nations.”  He is our father in the sight of God, in whom he 
believed—the God who gives life to the dead and calls into 
being things that were not. 
 
L:  The Readings for today.   C: Thanks be to God. 

 
Gospel Acclamation  (Please stand if you are able) 

Holy Ground  #654 
C:  We are standing on Holy Ground, and I know that there 
are angels all around. Let us praise Jesus now; we are 
standing in his presence on holy ground.    

 

L:  The holy Gospel according to John, the 3rd  Chapter 
C:  Glory to you, O Lord.   
 
The Gospel:   John 3:1-17 
1Now there was a Pharisee, a man named Nicodemus who 
was a member of the Jewish ruling council.  2 He came to 
Jesus at night and said, “Rabbi, we know that you are a 
teacher who has come from God.  For no one could  
perform the signs you are doing if God were not with him.” 
3 Jesus replied, “Very truly I tell you, no one can see the 
kingdom of God unless they are born again.” 
4 “How can someone be born when they are old?” 
Nicodemus asked.  “Surely they cannot enter a second time 
into their mother’s womb to be born!” 
5 Jesus answered, “Very truly I tell you, no one can enter the  
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kingdom of God unless they are born of water and the  
Spirit.  6 Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit gives birth 
to spirit.  7 You should not be surprised at my saying, 
‘You must be born again.’  8 The wind blows wherever it 
pleases.  You hear its sound, but you cannot tell where it 
comes from or where it is going.  So it is with everyone born 
of the Spirit.” 
9 “How can this be?”  Nicodemus asked. 
10 “You are Israel’s teacher,” said Jesus, “and do you not 
understand these things?  11 Very truly I tell you, we speak 
of what we know, and we testify to what we have seen, but 
still you people do not accept our testimony.  12 I have 
spoken to you of earthly things and you do not believe; how 
then will you believe if I speak of heavenly things?  13 No 
one has ever gone into heaven except the one who came 
from heaven—the Son of Man.  14 Just as Moses lifted up 
the snake in the wilderness, so the Son of Man must be 
lifted up, 15 that everyone who believes may have eternal 
life in him.” 
16 For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only 
Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have 
eternal life. 17 For God did not send his Son into the world to 
condemn the world, but to save the world through him. 

 
L:  The Word of God.      C:  For the People of God. 

 
The Message (Please be seated) 

 
The Hymn of the Day                                                   #426 

“Blessed Assurance” 
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The Apostle’s Creed  (Please stand if you are able) 
L:  Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith. 
C:  I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven 
and earth.  I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born 
of the Virgin Mary.  He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, died and was buried.  He descended into hell.  
On the third day He rose again.   He ascended into heaven, 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  He will come 
again to judge the living and the dead.  I believe in the 
Holy Spirit, the holy Christian church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the 
body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 

The Prayers of the Church 
L:  “Lord, in your Mercy”   C:   “Hear Our Prayer” 

 
The Offering (Sung) 
(Please be seated) 

 “Praise God From Whom All Blessings Flow”    #34 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; praise Him all 
creatures here below; praise Him above, ye heavenly host: 
praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen.   

 
The Offertory Prayer 

L:  Generous God,  C:  you shower us with gifts, including 
the greatest gift of all, your own Son, Jesus Christ.  In 
thanksgiving and praise, we offer you our time, our 
money, our very selves.  In these actions, we proclaim our 
intention to be a blessing in your world.  Amen. 
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The Lord’s Prayer  (Please stand if you are able) 
L:  Let us join together in the prayer that Jesus taught us 
and give praise with the ending acclamation given to us by 
his apostle, Mark.   
C:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, 
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in 
heaven.  Give us this day, our daily bread; and forgive us 
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against 
us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil.   For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory forever and ever.   Amen.        

 
The Benediction 

L:  As you leave this place, lift up your eyes to the Lord! 
The One who sent Jesus Christ, as salvation for all the 
world, will never desert you.  The Lord will keep your 
going out and your coming in, from this time on, and 
forevermore.  Go now in peace, with God’s blessing. 

C:  Almighty God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, bless us 
now and forever.   Amen. 

 
The Closing Hymn                       #63  vs 1, 4, 5 

“Give to Our God Immortal Priase” 
 

The Closing 
L:  Lord, as we go from this place, walk with us. Give us 

renewed confidence in your will and transform our lives 
that we may serve you better.  

C:  Thanks be to God.  Amen.   
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
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Those Serving Us Today 
Message:                            Tom Reed 
Leader:                                                Frank Griffin  
Reader:                                                  Ginny Jensen 
Music:                                         Beth Seiler 
Usher:                                       Barb Evenson/Matt Swadner/Terri Fish 
Altar Prep:            Bev Griffin/Wendy Reed/Barb Evenson/Tom Reed 

 

Our next service will be on Sunday, March 15 
 at 9:15 am  

 

Next Church Meeting  
The next church formation meeting will be held on 
Tuesday, March 10 at 1:00 p.m. at Linda Herzog’s.   Anyone 
wishing to help form this new community of believers is 
invited to attend.  

 
Donations 

Donations are taken in the basket as you enter the chapel.  
Each month, Gathering of Disciples church donates to 
charitable non-profit organizations in our community and 
to the Manitowoc Health and Rehabilitation Center activity 
fund. Thank you for your generosity as we grow in service 
to our Lord.  

 
Thank You 

Thank you to all our members, and residents of the 
Manitowoc Health Care Center who are so faithful in their 
attendance to our services.  We welcome all of our guests 
and pray that the Spirit will touch you with the light of 
Christ.   
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